_is neither one nor :the béher. No

"The TUC has Iin fact accepted it.

Mar(,h 1I0ith - 25ra

Turn protest

into GENERAL
STRIKE

THE SPECIAL T.U.C. CONGRESS TO DISCUSS THE WAGE FREEZE cewld have decided on one of tmo courses. Either to plan the
detailed orgenisation of aid and solidarity action to gas men, hospital ancillary workers, civil servants and other soctions taling on
the Govmnt. Or to organise a full scale confrontation with the Govemment, pitting I'I'le gianf smngil\ of the mrldng class ageme? it

T e S T S
of protest, action ion e worst reares . | NI Ir@land: Assassi

& = lns
were sUeEses SO|diers

should jettison the worst features
plans were made to act,and general- of the Industrial Relations Act, and
SOCIALISTS AND REPUBLICANS IN NORTHERN IRELAND HAVE AL-
ways claimed that the British Army has its own plain clothes murder seuads

ise the various sectlam.l stiuggles. get us all back to talks at Chequers.
operating In cities like Beifast and Derry. They say that it uses kitler

The Day of Protest — so reminisc- or Downing Street — and those
ent of that famous day of ‘action’  talks should be conducted with an

groups to manipuiate the Catholic and Protestant communities by terverisin
them. (see letter from Andersonsiown on p.3).

against the Industrial Relations Bill open mind around an open agenda'’.
two years ago (which led to nothing)  These ‘leaders’ will not lead

There was no clear goof. UNTIL Now an ‘‘Investigation’’ has been
' ordered: to be carmried out ... by

will mean anything the TUC General the working class in the fight
Council interprets it to mean, from a against the Government and Its

possible .general one day stoppage policies. Any initiatives they do

” . take must be given 100% support.
to feeble token actions But we can’t rely on them. That (s

The resolution is not binding on i
any of the member unions —as Vic :l'l'c“maugo LT Specin (e - m mml.fomm :&:w:ﬂ 'Mlta'rs"l:l':hAt::z'mc British work-
Feather carefully pointed out. Those workers fighting the istrict. A small car pulled up be- ing class itself ‘investigated’ what
- Meanwhile the ‘“‘scapegoat work- - freeze can only rely on direct action [side him and he saw two men in that army Is doing In Northem lre- |
ers’’ such as the gas mep and hos- jnjtiatigtex] by the rank and file mil- lain clothes waving a gun. He drove land. a"' not just the ‘James Bond
pital ancillaries fight on — amidst  §tants. We can only rely on ours very quickly and the men In the "";fm; iolhed ar Mhakl. this
hysterical abuse from a lynch mob  selves. ' | car opened fire on him. army (which is sold to the British
press. | Rask and file militants muss take. | , L-ocal people managed to get the 5/ ng class as keeping the peace)
And meanwhile, ‘0o, the Indust- the Mﬁve their own hands. mini’s number and it was passed 0 4 on army of occupation, whose Im-
rial Relations Act remains on the  The *’Day of Protest’’ can and must "'.B.':g;'::“:lh:':m bm :'::l';:: mediate job is keeping down the

Republican minority. It has no right
to be in ireland. The Republican
people have every right to drive it
out of ireland.

statute books — to be used when
and however the Government dares.

be transformed into a Geneml Strike. |'wo men were arrested.
But only If the rank and file start They were found to be British
an orgeRising drive NOW to prepare. -oldlers'

.

18 ARRESTED

FOR

PIC KETING '

18 BUILDING WORKERS, OF THE T&GWU  AND UCATT, ARE BEING

charged with ‘offences’ relating to incidents which occurred while picketing
during the building strike last September. The Contractors’ Shop Stewards

Committee at BSC Shotton are calling for a strike to suppott the 18 on

March 15th — and are preparing for a longer stoppage if necessary. A meet-

ing of the Building Workers’ Charter in Liverpool decided to support the

call, and the builders’ union UCATT is beingmgedtoaddlts support. The

Oommittee has produced a special leaﬂet, which we summarise below.,

‘The cnarge reads as follows:
“That you on the 6th day of

September at Shrewsbu

building site known as gs
wood, wrongfully and without

legal authority mtlinldaed div-

‘ers people mth a view to comr
pelling thos

people to ab-
stain | thelr |awful work,
contrary to section 7(1) of. the
conspiracy and Protection of
Property |1875 as amended’’

Make no mistake, brothers, we
are being tried for picketing, for
“defending our living standards and

they could use the same tactics

for daring to stand up to Heath and

his bully-boys!
We were picketing because

‘sonie men were on labour only

jobs, with no Insurance Cards &c,
or they were told by their employ-
ers that the strike was unofficial

- and would do them no good. Let

us make it clear to everyone that
by picketing we were carrying out
official Union policy.

If the bosses and the Tories
are allowed to get away with this,

on ANY picketing workers.

THE CASE
GENERAL

you know. They either get
this policy off the ground or
they pack up as a government.
The period of running away,
taking hidings, is over now.
It really must get is policy
going'’.

That was Harold Lever,
millionaire right-wing Labour
politician, telkir - to the “‘Obs-
erver’, Sunday 4 March.

Naturally, Lever wants the
country to be ‘governed’ — ev-
en if it means by the Tories.
That means making the wage
freeze stick,

Why do the Tories have to
get their policy off the ground?
Because intense pressure from
international competition gives
them little room for movement,
except an offensive move ag-
ainst the working class, to
hold down our wages, shackle
the Trade Unions to the State
more tightly than ever before,
and destroy hard-won trade un-
ion and civil rights. | |

All the great victories of the
working class in the last year
have not smashed the Industrial
Relations Act, have not stopped
e Tory offensive in its tracks.

d now Phase 2 faces the wark-
ing class with the need for a

STRIKE

‘“Well, the government is fixed,

FOR A

general mobilisation if it is even
to maintain its living standards.

TUC

If the TUC was seriously con-
cemed to even pretend to be
‘leading’ the working class, it
would make preparations for a
general strike to smash the Ind-
ustrial Relations Act and all
govemment attempts to interfere
with the affairs of the working
class movement.

But it won’t. It prefers in-
stead to allow sectional strugge-
les against the Freeze and to
look to a Labour Government to
remove, at least partly, the Ind-
ustrial Rlelations Act.

Vic Feather and Harold Wilson
enact a public comedy in which
they both pledge eternal peace
between the Trade Unions and
any future Labour Govermment —
a pledge which no-one takes ser-
iously.

- Instead of fighting against
this government now figning cap-
italist Britain, they serve up si.
fantasies of a blissful peace —
with the next (they hope) Labou:
Government — which will also,
like the last Labour Govemnment,

be running capitalist Britain b




s If the leaders wont

lead

IR Continued from p. 1

S In fact they play a very dangerous
PR same., They camnot control the

BB rank and file of the unions, and
B therefore they cannot do the sort

of deal many would like to do
BN with the Tories,
R 10 organise decisive action.

But they refuse

B [hey won’t go forward and can’t
B g0 backward. |
In this situation, the govern-
§ ment can mobilise a great deal of
| Support against the apparently
f pointless anarchy of strikes and
i conflict — much of it opinion that
could be mobilised on our side if
there was a clear, decisive lead-
€rship within the working class.
J There is a serious possibility
jl that the Tories might win an elect-
¥ ion, with the massive indifference
g to the L.abour Party shown in
recent by-elections., -

In the event of an election it
would be in the interests of all
workers to return L:abour. But
waiting for an election means
I giving in NOW.

The Trade Union leaders
shuffle uneasily and mumble ex-
cuses. They are unable to face
| up to the prospect of a stand up
§ fight, relying on the direct indust-

B rial and social strength of the

| working class to beat back the

I covemment and the employers.

| Masses of working class milit-
l ants, on the other hand, whose
[ wages and living conditions are
| more closely tied to the normal
} wage bargaining process under

R C apitalism than are those of Trade

¥ Union officials, have had to
§ fight back.
~ With no channels of action

H M open to the working class within

[ this supposedly democratic syst-
f em, and with precious little con-
B trol over the official Trade Union
movement, the masses of militant
 workers have had to rely on dir-
€ct action according to the logle
of ciass wide struggle, develop-
M ing from the fight against the Act
® and the Freeze. To put forward
B the tactic of a general strike
| to smaSh the A
W of the bosses’ offensive — that is
B 3 key responsibility for socialists,
B  As the working class, fighting
with the tactics and the means it

B has to hand —those of direct ind-
@ ustrial action —develops and broad-

Kl cns its struggle — so the slogan
S of 2 general strike can fuse with

Ithe developing action in an all-
B out strike which will rip up both
8 Act and Freeze.

B The fight against the Freeze has
B already brought up the need for
¢ United Front working class alli-
‘ ances and prepare systematically

¥ on the basis of the {essons of the

g ¥ last year’'s struggles. Conferences
IE® arc planned or have taken place,
B (0 organise coordination and solid-

arity — to multiply the fighting

P strength of all those in the front

line battles and to ensure that no
section of the working class Is

left alone to fight the bosses and
BRI their state.

KICK TORIES OUT

The debate between the ‘‘wait
for a Labour Government’* line
and the line of using our strength
here and now will become sharper
and more crucial in a general
strike situation. The first resort
of the emploving class, if the
going gets hot, will be to diss-
olve the Govemment, call an el-
eciion. sav ‘‘vou’ve made vour

State.

Ct — the spearhead -

point, now you have a chance to
decide the question through the
democratic process’’ — and wait
for a return to work. '

It is dangerous and wrong to

- Say that kicking out the Tories

1s the central aim ~ an aim which
includes the smashing of the Act
and the Freeze as parts of a whd'e.
To focus in Parliament, in the
half-light of Labour — Tory wrang-

ling, and not in the massive, ex-
‘plosive confrontation on the ind-

ustrial front, is upside down. If
we break the Act and the Freeze,
then the Tories will surely fall.
But the opposite isn’t true. Itis
quite possible that the emplaying
class could sacrifice the Tory
Government without releasing the.
shackles with which the labour
movement 1S being tied to the

GENERAL STRIKE

When we first started to cam-
paign for a general strike in Work-
ers Fight, last May, we wrote:

““We ourselves — the militants,
the socialists ~ must organise at
local level now. A General Strike
will be won by the network of
workers’ committees and organis-

ations, most of which exist already

as part of the routine self-defence
and betterment of the working
class; stewards’ committe es, com-
bine committees, etc. We must
transfuse into these bodies the
urgency of preparing for a head-on
clash with the Tories*’.

That is still true. The work of
building alliances is an extensi on
of that network beyond its previ-
ously habitual and regular field.
It is the major actual preparation
militants can make for a general
strike. It is the only way to be
ready for immediate direct action,
without waiting for an official
call. (Which may never come —
last July it was the militants who
acted, not the top officials).

We call for a general strike as
the rank and file response if the
Tories use the law to beat down
trade unionists — whether or not
the Trade Union tops respond.
But the demand that the TUC
calls a general strike is also an
important part of the campaign.

It can be a weapon for militants

10 use against the trade union bur-
caucrats. If the TUC calls a
general strike, it would probably
only do so to keep the initiative
or to “‘let off steam’’ from working
class anger. But if, last July, a
one day official strike to free the.
Five (called by the TUC to keep
control of the movement) had
occurred, it would have deepened
and broadened tremendously the
experience of almost the whole of
the working class in a struggle
that linked them with the militant
minority that acted — swiftly, dec-
isively and successfully — to free
the Five.

There is no guarantee (and the
TUC leaders know it very well)
that a strike once called would
remain under their control: they
almost lost control in some areas
in 1926. To the degree that the
militants are organised and pre-
pared the chances of the class
going over the heads of the bur-
caucrats would be increased enor-
mously.

Therefore the demand that the
TUC call a strike is a major
weapon, provided it is seen as an
instrument in the hands of milit-

ants and socialists to compete

*

, the rank

with, expose and break the inf
luence of the bureaucrats, and
not as a walting on them or, under
any circumstances, a voluntary
surmrender or delegation of the in-
itiative “to them,

UNITED FRONT
COMMITTEES

The Luilding of militant United
Front alliances is the buming

task now. Or it may depend vic tory

or defeat in the coming battles.
We must work for a stable rank
and file leadership which is not
erratic, nor lacking in continuity
so that it can build up its exper-
ience. Different sections in

combat against the Freeze must

come together in joint committees-

And these committees, once form-
ed, must be extended, to bring in
other sections who could give
Support — other trade unionists;
students; housewives: unemploy-
ed people; tenants’ associations.
Side by side with the campaign
of preparation and organisation for
the general strike must go a cam-
paign for 2 national rank and file
organisation of militants and soc-
1alists, = democratically organised

and structured national movement -
~For the last year, sifice themin- {8
ers’ strike, the working class has B

based on 2 working class prog-

ramme. Ne!ther the campaign for a

general strike nor that for a nat-
tonal rank and file movement is
raised arbitrarily, as someone’s -
bright idea. Ju:t as the slogan of
the general strike arises out of
the logic of the class struggle
here and now, the campaign for a
national rank andfile movement
grows out of the conditions of that
struggle too, and of the relation-
ship of forces between the union
bureaucrats and the working class.

Itis the already exlsting net-
work of rank and file organisations
— some official, though rarely act-
ing through official channels only,
and some unofficial — that must .
be supplemented and knit together,
This network has been, for two
decades, the foremost leader of
the industrial struggle of the work-
ing class., Now, as the struggles
must be linked, so the network
must be organised as a permanent,
regular structure with clear aims.

The old slogan *‘if he leaders
don't lead, the rank and file must’’
has taken on a note of urgency as
the working class shapes up for
battle —~ and most of the so-called
workers® leaders are good for no-
thing but exchanging mild abuse
with Heath and cuddling Harold
Wilson and Barbara Castle.

MINORITY MOVEMENT

There must be clear aims:
commitment to overthrow capital-
ism; support for every workers”’
struggle; democracy in the unions;
against all state interference in
the unions; for 100% trade union-
ism.

Once, there was such a move-
ment, with mass influence inside
the Trade UUnions. Its name: the
Minority Movement. It was a rank
and file movement within the trade
unions - not a breakaway or anti-
union movement, but an attempt to
transform the unions from within.

The Minority Movement was organ-
ised by the Communist Party —
then (in the ’20s)a revolutionary
party and not as now a second
shadow for the *left’ trade union
tops.

Today the Communist Party
dominates the Liaison Committee

 ations. ‘
ences, strictly controlléd from the SES
platform, without even the possib- BB

&file must|

for the Defence of Trade Unions.
The Liaison Committee is not a
seif-controlling, democratic body,
with local and industrial organis-
It is a series of confer

ility of resolutions being taken
from delegates. The Communist
Party keeps it in this shadowy
state because its policies today
call for collaboration with left
Trade Union leaders. Any rank
and file movement with real life
would inevitably and unavoidably
emerge as an opposition to the
half-hearted official leaders.

Nothing better than the LCDTU S8

exists, and certainly it is necess-

ary to support its c onferences.

But the fact is that the Communist
Party’s policies here act as a
stopper on the development of a
real rank and file movement.

A sudden growth of alliances

and rank and file activity, coupled 3

with socialist propaganda and
initiative around the idea of a
new rank and file movement, will
create the possibility for shifting

or bypassing the Communist Party

roadblock.

- PERSPECTIVES

entered into an escalating confl-
ict with the bosses and their
Tory govermnment. It is urgently
necessary that we enter 2 new
chapter in that fight, the chapter
of the general strike. Necessary,
because the whole logic of the
struggle has led up to it; necess-

ary, because the general strike is

the weapon we need to break the
Industrial Relations Act.

How will that chapter end ?
No-one can say, right now. One
enters into battle, and then one
sees, as Napoleon said when ask-
ed for the guiding rule of his mil-
itary tactics, The important thing
1s to start the fight; otherwise we
concede vicwory to the bosses’
offensive by defauit, ._

A mass strike, once started, is
open-ended; it raises the quest-
ion of power in society. At each
stage in the strike, socialists
would argue for further steps —
depending on the consciousness
of the class and the relaticn of
forces — with the ultimate aim of
workers’ power and a workers’
state. But it is useless to spec-
ulate just how far along that path
we might get: the point is to be
ready. |

We must prepare. In a genecral
strike, the nommal functioning of
society would be paralysed: food
supplies, communications. For
the strike to move forward, local
workers’ committees would have
to see to food supplies; to oper-
ate printing works and transport
services under workers’ control;
to organise mobile pickets,

And the charges being brought
against 18 building workers in
Shrewsbury are ample waming
that the Tories will not hesitate
to use the full resources of the
police against pickets if they
feel threatened. Tncreasingly
the working class must think ser-
iously about the need for self-
defence.

Even the most modest acts of
preparation are important. Every
opportunity to give support to
those already in struggle, and to
tink the struggles, must be taken
— plickets, demonstrations, meet-

ings, even messages of support.
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The Tory Government’s imminent
‘*solution to the Irish problem’ (in
the form of a White Paper expected
shortly) has given rise to a flurry
of political activity, especially in
the Loyalist camp.

Craig’s ‘Dominion of Ulster’
Speech, in the aftemmath of the
Loyalist one day general strike,
and hx_s approaches to the SDLP,
gave rise to flood of ‘‘new break-
through’’ type headlines in sect-
ions of the British press.

TWO events seem to have led
- Craig to make his Ulster Hall
. speech in which he put forward his
' *Dominion of Ulster’ idea — indep-
- endent, but linked (though in diff-

erent ways and degrees) with both

Rritain and the Irish Republic —

and proposed talks with Catholic

politicians.

First, the general strike. Craig
has always seen himself as the
successor of Sir Edward Carson,
who, in the period 191014 threat-
ened and organised for amed reb-
ellion against the British govern-
ment. (The Unionists of the North
East of Ireland wished them to rem-
ain as part of the UK and not come
under a ‘Home Rule’ parliament in
Dublin). Fifty years ago all sect-

ions of Protestant opinion support- Taylor (left) and Craig (right) look

ed Carson - he received full back- : -
ing from big business, the Protest %%ggi?'ttgggggly working class

ant churches, the Press and the

p : alism. Taylor had in fact seen
Eritish Conservative Party. where Craig’s politics were taking

him some time before Craig himself
"Hf A M wnﬂl n had realised the implications of
his t.oyalist opposition to the Brit-

ish government. Thus Craig came
Today, Unionism is a poor shad- up with the ‘Dominion of Ulster’
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From a Reader in Beltast

BRITISH ARMY
MURDER GANGS

ow of its former self. The middle 1idea at the Vanguard rally in the a de Their strategy seems to be two-

class clements are now virtually Ulster Hall, four days after the De\"l’l‘t:: Ter;aré to the article on the  fold:--

line . up behind the British govern- strike. : , Six Counties which appeared In no. 1) to eradicate the IRA as a

ment and are willing to accept what  Craig’s motives and the actual 22 of your paper, let me first say threat through the use of internment

the British will give them. This ~ social content of his independent that your reporter Austen Morgan and murder;

1S the pesition of both Faulkner &  Ulster are clear. His gpposition to gave a pretty fair analysis of what 2) to force support for themselves

Paisley — still the most popular trade unions and his general right is happening here. among the Catholic people by putt-

Unionist politicians, wing Tory views are well known. ! would just like to point out ing themselves forward as the only
Cralg’s dreamworld of 1912 was  His proposal was nothing but an that the Orange murder gangs have  force capable of preventing the

radically shaken after the strike he attempt to restore the old Protest:- not alone been responsibie for the assassinations they themselves

I’S‘ uptposedly per e T ant ascendancy: Kpowing the Brit- assassinations of Catholics Brit- are carrying out under cover.

act attempted to get it called off, ish would not give it to him, Craig ish army murder squads in civilian To hel p this process along, the

but was forced to support it in ord- realised the need to go it alone. - .
. : . L2 . clothes have been guilty of some British army have encouraged prot
er that he might not lose face with  (Protestant Sinn Feinism, as Pais- of the most viclous atrocities co-  estant fascist organisations to

the more militant Protestant ley calls it) |
; ' . mmitted against innocent civilians murder cathollcs (by turning ablind
groups such as the UDA)  After What was novel in his idea (and | Wi e \ich of the British army  eye) and have done 8o thewseives

the strike, Craig was for the first positively revolutionary within Loy-
. ‘ i : St —r : | terrorists to blame the protestant when the Protestants have not
time really lambasted by ‘respect alist political thinking) was his re- population for all of these murders, instilled enough fear in the cathol-

sy g it . .
abili’al?lrll(ﬁ)g: %tegfal?elgnﬁe no longer Sﬁ,%‘,,ﬁﬂﬁl%, %ggh ﬁ%%?rlé%mog?y but the recent massacre on the ic population or when they have
thought of Craig as a ‘Unionist”.  a united independent Ireland. Craig New Lodge Road in which three felt that another unsolved murder
The Belfast evening paper ran the  seemed, in suggesting a Com}non unarmed Provislonal volunteers woqld serve the purpose of their
headline “‘Strike costs £3 million”  Ulster loyalty for both Catholics and three defenceless civilians imperialist masters in Whitehall.
and the rest of the press and sun- and Protestants, to be radically died leaves no doubt as to British Yours fraternally,

dry church leaders attacked him for attacking the main pfllar of Union- army Invoivement in sectarian M. McBC \rast

doing more hamm to Ulster in one ism — the British connection. murders. Andersonstown, Belfast.
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day than the IRA did in three years.  Cmaig is willing to sacrifice the
Union if it will restore the Protest- | 2

ant ascendancy. His carefully word- [l o il et i | 0 1 2 g e N
ed speech was an attempt to woo i b, * WP RBA T g T e a7
the Catholics, in the form of the SN . W, B IR | .

o SDLP, onto his side. He wert part
Fundamentally this expressed of the way in accepting the SDLP’s
 the contradiction between the meth- fundamental thesis that a 6 County
ods of action, like striking, which  state is inherertly unstable because
are organic to Orangeism’s mass  of the refusal of the Catholic min-
working class social base, and the ority to be ruled by the Unionists —

interests of the bourgeois and only to propose a new 6 County | SN oy, SICAURLENN T O
Dettis:’ bourgeois leaders of the move- giate which would be distinct from
- ment. both:the Republic and Byitain.
Secondly: for several months Despite the source of the ‘Dom-

John Taylor, a former hardline Uni*  jnion’ idea and its politically re-
onist bigot, had been talking to actionary and economically g

-

Catholics attempting to find a rupt structure, Anything which fmtmr ,

‘solution’ -~ without the help of the Mdens the mlf be'tween the British

British government. Taylor's act~  gnq the Lovalist rank-and-fil;
ivities posed a threat to CTBIE’S  up new opportunifies for the aatrs "

nacitiam Ao TAandaw AF mailitnndk TAagr.
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‘REMODELLING’
BOTH SIDES OF

frish politics north and south of the border 1s dominated by the
British government’s search for a new political ‘settlement’ of
‘the Irish question’. The British Government's white paper is
due shortly, with proposals for a settlement in Northemn Ireland,
and the politicians and pressure groups are frafntically moving,
splitting and regrouping in an effort to synchronise their own
interests with those of the British government — which in tum
is desparately searching for political. instruments through which
to work within the 6 County pol1t1ca.l cockpn:

In the South the search of the
Lynch govemment for stability to
meet any ructions after the White
Paper has led to a defeat for
Fianna Fail and a limping coalit-
10n government.

There is a major contradiction
between the privileges of the Prot’]
ostant Ascendancy within a 6
County state dependent on Britain,.
aid the fact that the Rritish f
government no longer wants that
Orange Ascendancy. Britain has
a strategy of reintegrating the
whole of Ireland very fully into
113 economy and sphere of influ-
ence, within the Common Market.

House-trained }

R Emtam at the end of the last
vl Ladntpy, with an independent
structure because of proportional
representation and its own tradit-

10n§
It too will have a hard line in

represcnon of the Repubhcans.
Its spokesman on the North is a
gentleman called Conor Cruise
O'RBrien, one of the most committ-
ed (and sophlstlcat,ed) pro-imper-
ialist spokesman in Ireland

Struggle

The tragedy of the Iri sh working

class was shown,whenafter decades
- of political activity, and the cre-

ation of a Labour Party to fight

for its interests in Parliament, it

faced the elections with nothing

but Hebson'’s cholce — that is, no

choice.

North and south of the border

the Iri sh working class is still
paying in blood, disunity, and
political and social impotence
for the failure of a whole series
of groupings of socialists and re-
publicans to build a revolutionary
socialist organisation of the Irish
working class — to fuse both the

The attempt to square this

(tor the Protestant supremacists) s Ve I [ ’ 0 " { struggle for national independence
vicious circle, has led former delicate remodelling job. conservative of the two main and for workers’ power with that
fire-eating professional bigots It is against this background that bourgeois parties, strong on law class.
like Jan Paisley to tum, ovemight, the fight of the Northern Irel@nd and order, and a party which was - .-Any socialist In Britain who
into house trained ‘moderates’ Catholic minority erupted and con-  first cobbled together in 1922 - uses criticisms (however ‘correct’)
subservient to the British —tho- . tinues to beat against the military (when the Irish middle class want- - of the Republican struggle, or an
ugh still of course talking big might of the British army. The ed to do a deal with Britain) and -  appreciation of its limitations, as
against the Catholics. problem for Britain and its Irish then cemented with the blood of a cop-out from active sol.idarity

It has led pillass of the Union - clients and collaborators is wheth-  republicans who refused such a with the IRA’s military fight,
(which was seen as the basis of er it can keep that battle isolated, deal: 70 and more of them were shares in the respon81p111ty for
the ‘prosperity’ of Northern Ire- placating the Protestants, and shot out of hand, though in fact !:haL dlsumty.. By Settmg ‘social-
land) such as William Craig to be-  keep the South quiet. So far they they were prisoners of war. - ism’ destructively against the
come advocates of,first, ‘UDI’, have succeeded. The Labour Party is very much Republican struggle, he helps to
and now a form of Independence The election campaign in the the junior partner, with about one perpetuate the sterile separation
based on agreement with both - Soutn pursued only 26 County loc- quarter of the seats, just big of socialism and Republicanism.
Rritain and the Irish Republic. al issues, as if to prove that the enough to fit comfertably in F‘me ' Active solldarlty' Wltb the

But the circle won’t be squar- sombeen politicians really do Gael’s pocket. It is aright wing fight for self-determination for
ed. The old Orange Ascendancy accept the idea that the 26 County party, based on the prade unions Irelandlls a hmdred t1mes more
broke down violently, catastroph-  population has no right to inter but entirely subservient to the useful to the Irish working class
ically and, for the ruling class, fere in te North. The Belfast politics of the bosses. In reality than any number of lectures on
dangerously, in 1969 and after. Newsletter, a Protestant Ascend- it is an equivalent of the Lib-T.ab unity and non-sectarianism.
Britain will probahly restore an ancy daily, was moved to comment; R NS

ASSEITDAY = DUk [0k WA the ““Thie election tactics adopted
powers of Stormont. - by thielr advisers and comforters

at [.einster House must have come -~

RemOdelllng as 4 slap in the {;eeth.for the mil- bombing on the pretext of

et

Ry itants of the Ulster minornty..... . O Lol O
In the South the bourgeoisie a.IT;“l;tb to a bigger disillusion- | 1:;tggresslon by the liberation
‘ orces.

long ago made its economic and ment than that suffered a year ago : b
o e aoeton oaone. £ the Protestant majorty herc o o
is nowin all its sections ‘reconc- - hands ” - 1S S

S the hands of the Heath Govemment in Vietnam. There is an imp-

iled’ to'a perspective of ‘national .. ... : h by the .
unity’ at the end of a process of gg:lﬁ‘;grr?gf dP?m-fegt Gcgelmggg ‘Itj{arb— - ., ortant difference, .though, be-
drawing together within the EEC. our’ will mean little or no change tween the cease-fire agree-

Mesnwhile they rely on Britain in pblicy. They are committed to rpents. Both agreements pro-

o remodel the Northern Ireland Fail ject elections to decide the

the same policies as Fiamna olitical regime. (Whether

.:)uperstructure soO that eventually perhaps more so. Fine Gael is p gin " .
there can be ‘painless’ reunificat- tré,ditia':nallv marginally the more the elections will ever take
ion. They don’t want unity now, IR Dlace is another matter.)
these leaders of the ““age long Bul 1u viviiam the agree
fight for Iri sh freedom’’, these ment. for now. leaves Thieu
itchy-palmed gombeens who give and the Provisional Revolut
their parties grandiose names lonary Government each con
like ““The Soldiers of Destiny"’ F TOLKERS FIGHT IITERATUR, trolling the areas they pres-
(Fianna Fail !) avalla,ble from 98 Gifford Street, ently occupy. The Laos agree-

'They have once again under London N.1: ment involves the formation,
taken to hold down even that min- * ‘Permanent Revolution’ no. 1 }mthm 30 days, of @ coahmor}
onty in the South who are eagerto ‘B 25p plus 5p postage. : government of patlonal union’,
join in or aid the fight to drive = J| * The Left and the July Crisis. BN before he elections.
the Pritish out of Jreland in a .rew-. 10p plus 3p postage. | - Now clearly a revolution
olutionary way, rather than wait- * The General Strike and the Tbry cannot be carried out in coalit-
ing for the British to §o’ at their . Government —an open letter to - . ‘ ion with the very people you
convenience and the convenience: [l the Intemational Wlarxist Group.. ON 22 FEBRUARY, A CEASE- ~ are fighting against ! It is

’-J

2i4p postage. | ]
e been Tories in the South ~ i ned for thus doubly necessary for soc
("ghg; pged a Bill recently to Q%IEOONE t and th Fourth fj;%s"‘greeme“t was.slg ' lalists to condemn the agree-
*a,}i anvone on the mere say so of ers Fignt ancthe ' On 24 Feb B52s were  ment forced on the Laotian
J International (reprint from WEF22). n epruary, fighters by US imperial]

2 sentor police officer before a 3p plus 24p postage. b dnbing Laos. gd ters y : mpeﬁa ism,
special court. * The General Strike, the Industx* | On -1 March, truce was re- ﬁl Olunoon tltmn? y St%pport
“'lcu, was thelr contributon to ial Relations Act, and the British established and negotiations 3 e milifary struggle oi Z
cping “he patient quiet on the working class. continued. But there’s no lberation erceSi even an
~1,ovating table while British imp- Jl * 41 Theses on the Fourth Inter- doubt that, if the US wishes it, eSDGCla”Z in breach of the

agreement.

rrmlwn attempts to complete its national. 20p plus 5p postage. they can at any time resume



The simple stunning savagery of
the shooting down hy Israel of a
Libyan airliner over an Israeli
gccuplied part of Egypt has drawn
the attention of hundreds of mill-
1ons to the blunt fact of Zionist
aggression. Whether Israel meant
to shoot down this airliner carry-
ing 104 civilians or not, such
terrorising of the Arab people cer-
tainly 1S the nomal face of Zion-
1sm.

Nothing proves this so much
as the fact that this outrage has
been used by the pro-Zionist
news media to cover up the sim-
ultaneous raid deep into Lieban-
ese temritory. While front pages
recorded Golda Meir expressing
regret (but insistently ‘no apol-
ogies’’) about the airliner victims,
the inside pages of some papers
pictured a gleeful General Shadek,
the paratroop commander whose
forces are said to have destroyed
seven Fedayeen bases, killing
(according tc a Palestine news
agency) 31 Palestinians — 18
puerrillas and 13 civilians, in-
cluding women and children. In
the raid schools and hospitals
were also destroyed.

ANTI-IMPERIALISAS

This renewed terror by Israel
comes at a time when Egypt’s
President Anouar el-Sadat has
proclaimed a ‘‘world wide diplom-
atic offensive’’. The stated ob-
jective of this policy, according
to Sadat’s advisor, Mr Hafiz
Ismail, who has been touring the
capitals of the super-powers of
late, is to find a peaceful solut-
ion to the Middle East situation.

When this policy was officially
announced at the end of January,
wide sections of the Egyptian
pecple reacted against the plan—
foremost among them the students
and certain intellectuals within
the Arab Socialist Union (the
ASU is Egypt’s only legal party).

Sadat’s reaction was to launch
a mass campaign of repression
against them and to back this up
with purges of the intellectual
notables of the ASU.

But, if this process revealed
the degree to which Sadat 1s “‘in
the driving seat”, having dispos-
ed of some of his rivals, the ann-
ouncement of the ‘war budget’ cn
February 11th showed the degree
to whi ch the popular anti-imper-
ialism of Egyptian society has
narrowed his room for manoeuvre.
The budget did succeed in isolat-
ing the disseners. In line with
this, Dr Sidqgi, the Egyptian PM,
stressed Egypt’s need to *‘mobil-
ise its entire economy for the
battle”.

All the while. however, the

Paramilitary police, plain clothes
police and their usual accompani-
ment of thugs amed with clubs,

knuckiedusters, and knives, wad-
ed 1nto 1000 students demonstrat-

ing at the Athens Polytechnic Eng-

ineering School.

As a result, 11 students were
arrested and accused of ‘insult-
ing the authorities’.

The move was yet another
stage in the confrontation betw-
een the extreme right wing regime
of.the Greek colonels and stud-
ents. The series of confrontat-
ions — whose roots really go back
to 1967 when the NATO and US
backed junta took power was
sparked off again when a new Am-

BEN SHEMUEL

strains of the peace overtures of
Foreign Minister Zayat could be
heard. This after all represents
the wishes of the Egyptian rulers.

Those parts of the Arab world
which are unambiguously in the
pocket of imperialism and better
able to control the masses have
been able to advance further al-
ong the road to co-operation with
Zionism. This can be seen by
glancing at recent Israeli busi-
Ness news.

Wreckage of the airliner Israel shot

down over the Sinal desert.

There one reads (as confirmed
by the Sunday Times of 18 Feb.)
that an Israeli shipping line, Mar-
itime Fruit.(run by two extreme
right-wing Zionists) has ordered
£600 million worth of ships.

The most interesting of these
orders are the six tankers to be
built by Harland and Wolf. The
oil carrving capacity of the six
333000 ton super-tankers is sever-
al times greater than Israel’s
paltry oil production (even includ-
ing that extracted from the occup-
ied zones). It may be infemred
from this that Saudi Arabia has
already reached agreement with

Israel on the use of the pipe-line
which connects the two countries.
Sadat is not ignorant of this —
but at present he cannot do like-
wise. The whole shift, of policy

within the Egyptian ruling dass
since about six months before
Nasser’s death has, however,
been in this direction.

Israel would like tc make uxe
of such an agreement: it would
provide a method of expansion
without the intemational and nat-
ional problems of overt militarism
At present Coida Meir needs 1o
do two things to pave the way for
this. Firstly, an elimination of
those elements, militant anti-Zi-
onists within and without I srael,
who are a thom in her side, @il
when explicitly socialist, = (009
in the side of the Arcb regins o,
Secondly, she needs to apoes s
the growlng right wing within -
rael who wish to see the Arab:
not just beaten but totally jowii-
1ated.

ANTI-ZIONIST
MILITANTS IN
‘RED FRONT'

‘“Thus far the police have amrested
twenty Israeli Arabs from the North-
emn part of the country and four
young Jews, some of whom are mem-
bers of Matzpern.=Further arrests

of Jews and Arabs are expected.”’

This was the announcement of
the Israeli newspaper Ha’aretz on
December 8th last, under the head-
line ‘Arab—Jewish spy ring uncov-
ered.... They trained in terrorist
base in Syria’.

And in one thing it wasn’t ex-
aggerating: within a short time the
number of amrests grew. By the beg-
inning of January regular sweeps
by the Shin Bet (the Israeli secret
service) had trawled another 36
Arabs and two Jews info ‘detent-
ion’.

Although many have specuiated
that this alleged breaking ofa Syr-
ian spy-ring was a frame-up to cover
the Shin Bet’s disastrous “failure’
in the Munich affair, and their fail-
ure to break the Black September

ISRAEL ARRESTS

group, the real importance of the
arrests lies elsewhere.

Firstly, the fact that Jews have
been arrested has shaken many
people -- particularly as one of the
chief suspects, Fhud Adilv, 1S a
kibbutz dweller ‘now 2 stadent),
and the kibbutzniks, fur from being
the socialisis thal 1 srasll propa-
ganda makes them oul o be, are
the most militantly Zionist section
of the population.

Secondly, one of those arrested
was Rami Livne, whose father is a
member of the Knesset (Parliament)
More concemed abot his son’s
well being for the moment than pro-
tecting the image of Israel, Knesset
member Livne has exposed the
torture his son has been subject to.

Thirdly, the whole affair has
drawn th e attention of people —
partly through the hysterical out-
pourings of the Israeli press (curi-
ously not reflected hy the Jewish
press outside Israel) — tc the dev-

elopment of circles of opposition
to Zionism inside Israel.

Ehud Aviv, for instance, was a
student at Haifa university at the
time, a university whose union
was dominated at its last elections
by a Jewisn-Arab left grouping
calied ‘Yesh’. He and Dan Vered,
a. teacher frocm Tel-Avivwho has
been arrested, aresaid to be the
founders of the ‘Red Front’, a tiny
splinter from Matzpen, the frag;:
ed but dominant anti-Zionist grouw.
in Israel.

Of course, the Israeli govem-
ment are frying to use this spyring
story to discredit all the parties to
the left of the govermment, and to
step up arrests of socialists and
other repressions, censorship and
the like. Such repressions would
suit Golda Meir, of course, in try-
ing to outdo the extreme rightist
bloc for electoral allegiance.

erican college opened in Athens.
The students protested at their
not being consulted over the rules
wnd regulations of the college,
which was further seen as a phy-
sical embodiment of the US’s dom-
Ination of Greek affairs.

Quite soon the slogans of the
demonstrators changed from pure-
ly academic liberty to cries of
‘Down with the Junta’. The junta
1tself replied with ordering con-
scription for those found guilty In
the disturbances. As this brought
renewed waves of demonstrations
and protests, so the repressions

MASS ACTION BY STUDENTS IN GREECGF

and arrests were stepped up.

Last Friday, in just such an
attack by police and their paid
thugs, three demonstrators, two in
Athens and one in Salonica, were
murdered. More arrests have been
made. And still the demonstrat-
ions go on... courageously in the
face of martial law and semi-fasc-
ist terror.

On 23rd February about 2000
Greek and British students gath-
ered outside the University of
Loondon and marched to the Greek
Embassy to protest against the

repressicns,

More of such demonstrations
and protest meetings are required
to bring home to workers and stud-
ents here the situation in Greece.
It 1s 1mportant for revolulionaries
to take part in these actions,
which so far have been dominated
by liberal spokesmen advocsiing
a return to the ‘normality’ ol pre—
1967 Greece.

But that was only *normmal’ in
that there were not trade union
elections, few civil liberties, a
notoriously reactionary police
force and a removal of the Prime
Minister with his place taken by
a stooge,




The Scapegoats
Fight Back

As the hospital workers® struggle moves forward, the Tories®

concem for the fower-paid turns

into hard-handed meanness.

NEAL SMITH spoke to JACK SUTTON, a Manchester hospital
porter, about how the hospital workers can win, with solidarity

from other workers.

Jack Sutton is secretary of his union branch and secretar

of the National Alliance of Stewards in Health.

In the last 2

éears his branch has increased union membership from 150 to
50 and organised shop stewards and branch meetin S, which

didn’t exist before. Jack Sutton
Fight.

NS: Could you firstly just outline
the stage the claim has reached in
negotiation ?

S: The last offer made by manage-
ment was £1.88 per week for men
and women, or £2 for men and £1.80
for women. This was to become
operative on March 14th and the
next stage of equal pay for women
(80p per week) was to be intro-
duced in October.

This offer was rejected by the
fourunions inwolved (NUPE,
T&GWU, G&MWU, and COHSE), who
decided to campaign bv means of
industrial action for the full claim
of £4 a week, a 35 hour week, and
four weeks' holiday.

The unions decided to pursue
this claim by means of selective
strikes, a ban on overtime, non-co-
operation, and other forms of ind-
ustrial action.

NS: Is the claim adequate ?

JS: £4 a week won’t even bring us
back to last year’s living standard,
the way price rises are. A number
of branches, such as London and
Bristol, have called for a straight
£8 claim. But obviously we must
join in a united fight for the exist-
ing claim.

NS: Didn’t the ballot of union men-
bers call for all-out strike action ?
JS: December 13th strikes and dem-
onstrations showed tremendous mil-
itancy. And yet all we get is phot-
0s, a pat on the back, thanks for
the impressive tum-out, and still
no leadership.

After the announcement of the
NUPE and COHSE ballots, people
thought that here was a chance to
say what action we should take. In
reality, the union leaders’ aims
were quite different. The ballot
was an attempt to upstage the other
unions and an attempt to play for
time.

They’ve been dragging on neg-
otiations — probably in the hope of
getting some exemption for hospital
workers as a ‘special case’.. The
ballots called for all-out strike act-
1on — but there has been no action
since December 13th. All this con-
fusign and delay just tendsto de-
moralise the membership.

NS: What action has been planned
by the union leaders ?

JS: Selected grades, such as laun-
dry staff, are to be called out. Re-
cently, a decision has been made
to go for 1 to 3 day strikes in as
many hospitals as possible. In
the ten major hospital regions, one
large hospital will come out on
full strike. For example, in this
area, it is to be us, the United
Manchester Hospitals.

These selective tactics will
confuse the members. Some will
aregue “‘why should we strike when
others don’t’’. It certainly cuts
into the solidarity we have had.

Hospitals in Staffordshire,
United Manchester Hospitals,
London NUPE, and Bristol have

Is also a member ot Workers

£1T's NOT us

ENDANGERING LIVES

IT'S THE TORIES §

all called for all-out action.

In any case, UMH will be
called out on March Ist. This
was decided by the branch comm-
ittee, and we will hold a mass
meeting and call for a solid all-
out strike lasting at least a week.
We will also ask for strong pickets
to be maintained and for assist-
ance from trade union and student
bodies.

NS: What has been the role of the
National Alliance of Stewards in
Health ?

JS: NASH and 1ts local alliances
have always held to the tactic of
an all-out strike. At the last nat-
1onal conference of NASH, the or
iginal claim of £8 per week, a 35
hour week, 4 weeks holiday, plus
equal pay for women now, was
reiterated.

We called on the unions involv-
ed to fight now for the claim. In
addition, we called for the setting
up of public sector alliances on a
rank-andsfile basis. This has al-
ready been achieved in Manchester
at the February 18th ‘Freeze’
conference, in London, and, 1
think, East Kent.

We also hope to produce a
NASH broadsheet for alhospital
workers outlining our position.
NS: Here in UMH, you were one of
the two hospitals in the country
to come out in support of the Dirty
Jobs sftrike, and the first to have
a mass meeting to support the
Bristol hospital warkers, with a
half-day strike and demonstration.
In Pentonville Five week you held
a mass meeting in the yard to hear
a docker explaining the issues.

What do you have planned right
now ?

JS: I’'ve already mentioned coming
out and picketing. In addition to
this we will issue leaflets. One
will call on local trade unionists
to support the gas and hospital
workers by participating in the
united front committee that has
been set up.

Secondly we will distribute
our open letter in reply to Keith
Joseph. In the last pay packet
a letter of his was sent to all
workers advising them not to dis-
rupt hospital services and call-
ing on them to accept the offer.

The reply will reject the notion
of an incomes policy, and descr-
ibe the £2 as nothing more than a
wage cut. We will condemn the
hypocritical Tory claim to be con-
cerned with the lower paid.

NS: How will you counter the
hostlle press propaganda which
you must be expecting ?

JS: . We must make it clear that
it"s not us endangering lives, it’s
the Tories. If they are genuinely
concerned for the lower paid and
for the patients, let them pay us

Colin Simm, a Nottingham cook, states his case ar a mass meeung 1n

Nottingham’s Old Market Square.
___—_“mﬁ___n_-—

the full claim.

We have agreed to let into the
hospitals during the strike food,
mail, flowers, and blood supplies,
etc. However, if there is an att-
empt to bring in ‘volunteers’, then
further sanctions wiil have to be
considered.

We are prepared to assist in
any emergency providing that rep-
resentatives of the strike committ-
ee are allowed into the hospital
to assess the situation for them-
selves. We are also pemitting
one telephonist on each switch-
board.

On behalf of the bosses and
their plans to cut our wages, the
Torles are trying to stampeded
people into making us the scape-
goats for the death of the sick,
the gas men scapegoats for the
death of the elderly, and no douht
the car workers also for any fail-

being a ‘special case’.

ure in the economy. But they are
the real criminals, not us workers,
NS: what about the ‘special case’
argument ?

JS: We must reject the idea of

The Freeze
18 directed against all workers and
affects all. It is in the interests
of the whole of the working class
that the gas and hospital workers
smash the Freeze.

If this doesn’t happen, we are
allowing the Tories to make us
pay for the preserit crisis, their
crisis.

We should campaign for a unit-
ed front of all workers against the
Freeze, the setting up of united
front committees, and raise the
call — both at rank and file level
and at the TUC - for a general
strike. If we use the full streng-
th of the working class, we can
win.



small tell-tale signs have appeared
But much of this is a lack of conf-
idence in the ability of the men to
smash through Fords arrogance as
well as the Freeze, Determined
tactics of mass and flying pickets
will help reassure some of these.
What is vital though is that the
union leadears do not employ divis-
ive tactics. The lack of uniformity
in the timing of the strike is bad in

In the week of the big fight-back
against the Freeze, a company
that raised its prices four times
over the last year and a half holds
up its itchy palms and shrugs: ‘‘We
can’t afford to pay your wage

£0 on an overtime ban) and indeed

"WHO'S A GREED)
PARASITE? &

““The lower paid, I can see they’ve
got a case. put these carworkers. ...
I wouldn’t mind getting their wages”’

That’s the sort of argument
that’s often used to justify indiffer-
ence or hostility to carworkers’
wage claims- And it’s true that car-
workers do have higher wage rates
than most workers.

But the ones who are really
doing well are not carworkers — or
workers at all. They are the top
managers, the shareholders, the

increase?’,

In April 1971 listed prices of
Fords cars went up 6.6% in Dec-
ember of that year they went up
another 3.3%; with the purchase
tax reduction of the following Apr-
1l not being passed on, Ford cars
in reality increased by a further
4%, which was overhauled by 5%

more last November. In that period,

as the Trade Unions’ Joint Claim
at Fords makes clear, output at
Dagenhair, the main production
centre, was up 25% on 1971.

With all this evidence of their
ability to pay thrust under their
greedy snouts, the managemat of

Ford of Britain still hold the liveli-

hoods of about 53000 workers to
ransom.

And this is Fords, the firm
whose sales receipts for 1973 are
expected to reach £900 million
(that is, £12500 per employee),
whose profitsin the second half of
1972 Increased by £12 million due
to‘the floating of the pound alone.

The struggle, though, is not one
to prove that Fords have got the
money. The point is to get it from
them — everyone knows it’s there.
Not that one should hold back on a
claim if profits were lower........

DANGERDUS

The official claim says: *“We
ask here quite clearlv and specific-
ally for a commitment by Ford of
Britain to a major sales effort in
the Common Mark et including a

substantial emphasis on car ex-
ports.”’

Now, to back up a claim by ref-
erence to profit figures or possible
production figures is OK — but it
can be dangerous. Here it clearly
implies a policy which puts other

‘car workers — German, French, Jap-
anese, American, etc — out of a
Job, and thus weakens the working
class solidarity which is the Fords
workers essential weapon against
the bosses.

- The other danger of this line —
not immediately present — is that
you are saying that if the fimm did
not have the money vou wouldn’t

be claiming. Thus you give prior-
ity to Fords’ ‘right’ to make a
profit,

sOLIDARITY

[he one thing that Ford says they
von’t shift on is the question of
he shorter working week. But this
lemand is bpth a real improvement
n itself and a blow against
nemployment.

‘The press has been hooting
appily at signs of weakness with-
1 the workforce (like the decision
L the time of writing of the 900
aventry men not to strike but to

this respect. Also, the lesson of
1971’s disastrous ballot must be
made absolutely clear — the ballot
divides, mass action unites.

Seme trade unionists have indic-

ated that this claim is the one to
watch. The fact is that it is the
one to have active solidarity with
— and not just watch. The fact is
that if Fords are forced to concede
on this — and they are quite cap-
able, as the extension of a huge
multinational empire, of scomfully
tearing up Heath’s Green Paper and
all the other Freeze-type recomm-
endations — then a massive breach
will have been opened in the polic-
ies the Tories are piloting for the
boss-class.

The most immediate task in
solidarity action is not allowing
any of this “greedy beggar’’ rubb-
ish to go unanswered. Higher paid
or low paid, the working class has
now more than at any other time an
immediate vital need for unity
against the Tory freeze.

.............
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“People seem to 20 mad about the
conditions of batterv hens. but
they don’t seem to care about work
conditions. You go to Fords, weve
got our battery hens there, except
they’re human beings?”.

That’s how one T&GWU official
working on the Fords claim describ-
ed the work conditions there. He
was referrinig 1in particular to men
who have to work in a glass dome.
This dome, which protects against
lead poisoning, is completely en-
closed, air being passed through a
line. Men work in the gass dome
on an 8 weeks on, 16 weeks out (on
some other part of the line) ota.

Those are the batterv hen cond-
1tions. But how would you like to
be working on the overhead cam-

-

...........

shaft section, with engines coming
at you every 28 seconds, that is,

128 per hour for eight or nine hours.

Or perhaps you’d prefer the paint-
spraying section where 36 cars an
hour are sprayed. You'd certainly
have (o be athletic because, cover
ed entirely in protective clothing,
goggles and boots, you would in
the temperature of at least 72" F,
have to touch your toes about 1400
times in a shift.

These are just a few of the
facts that come out of any survey
of work conditions at Ford product-
1on plants. These and worse cond-
1tions were most completely docuy-
mented during the “°269 dispute’’,
which was brought about by manag-
ement trving to increase the pace

S % J

money-lenders, the stock maret
speculators. With them, it’s not 2
matter of perhaps £40 or £50 g woek
got through long hours of overtim:«:
and gruelling work. It’s £40G or
£4000 a week, for producing ahso)
utely nothineg.

If the carworkers held back o
their claim, would it help the icwor-
paid ? No, it wouldn't: it wouid
help the rich parasites. For the
carworkers to go ahead with milit-
ant action is the bhest way to
help the lower-paid; that is the wuy
to smash the Freeze and open the
road for lower paid sections to
Obtaln their demands.

And howdid the carworkers get
their higher rates ? By fighting
for hem. The way we’ll get improve-
ments for all is by other sections
fighting side by side with the car-
workers, and not sniping from the
sidelines or going along with the
profiteers.

Men at Fords Dagenham vote to

strike: 1st February 1971.

-

Men coming out of the Halewood
piant in Liverpool.

of the line from 263 units per shift
o 269

Such high speed production work
involves such humiliations as hay-
ing to put up your hand to eo to the
tollet and then waiting for the (appr-
opriately named) ‘relief’ to take
over from you. You may have to
walt 20 minutes.

The International Labour Organ-
1sation recommends 12% ‘allowance
time’ for arduous work involving
unusual postures. The Rritish car
works all hover around or g little
under this mark. At Fords the
‘allowance’ is 49 with an extra
2.2% for tea breaks.

It 1s not thought that Fords
shareholders are restricted to 2.2
for their tea breaks



The embers of 1968 could be
lit again. The outcome of
the French elections is
doubtful — but there is a
serious possibility of the
votes of the working class
giving the Left Union a
majority.

President Pompidou has
said that he will not recog-
nise that majority.

What forces would enter
into struggle in the crisis
provoked if Pompidou carries
out his threat ? On these
pages we review the strategy
of the French ru’ ng class,
the French working class
and its organisations, and
the groups of the French

revolutionary left.

Gaullism after
fie Gaulle

FRANCE 1968: ten million workers
on strike, workers’ councils in
some areas, barricades in the

Sfreets.
The French ruling class has

still not recovered from the blow
of 1968. They have not been able
to damp the workers’ continuing
militancy, expressing itself in
strikes and factory occupations.

The ruling class is looking for
a2 changed political solution, From
post-war to 1958, France operated
under the proportional representat-
ion, parliamentary 4th Republic
constitution. With the Communist
Party out of govermnment after 1947,
there was serious political instab-
ility as the numerous parties based
on various layers of France’s large
middle class produced a series of
govermnment combinations.

These weak governments could
not settle the independence war in
Algeria ~ and in 1958 de Gaulle
came to power on the basis of a
revolt by the Army and the racist,
violently anti-independence French
settlers in Algeria.

A new constitution was brought
in — the 5th Republic — giving al-
most dictatorial power to de Gaulle
as president, The popular base of
de Gaulle’s regime was not a nom-
al political party structure, but the
demagogic Gaullist movement, bas-
ed on loyalty to the ‘leader’ and a
vague ideology of nationalism and
corporate statism.

The French ruling class faces
two main problems:

¥rance has probably the most
outdated social structure of any
major country in Western Europe.
Fewer big industrial gtants, more
small firms, hundreds of thousands
of smrall shopkeepers and small
farmers. As world competition
sharpens, it is vital for French
big business to modernise.

And they want to modernise the
political structure. They want to
junk the mystical personality polit-
1cs and the delusions of France
being a great power. They want to
restructure the Gaullist political
‘bloc’, the Union for the Defence of
the Republic, and get a more ration-
al, flexible political party system,
within a presidential constitution.

In 1969 de Gaulle went. Later
that year, the govemment put for-

ward a programme including vari-
ous social reforms, but centred
round industrial rationalisation,
and ‘contrats de progres’ (a sort of
voductivity deal).

They aim to get the bureaucracy

of the workers’ movement better in t-

egrated into the state and used to
police the working class more
closely.

THE FRENGH ELECTIONS
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POMPIDOU

Politicians are jockeving for
position in the forthcoming regroup-
ment. The crucial stage looks like
being the 1976 presidential election

The ruling class don’t want to
change too much, and they want to
change it ggadually, carefully. The
worst fear of the ruling class is
that the workers’ wish to getrid of
the old regime will erupt, beyond
electoral limits, into a repeat of
1968,

The bosses do not fear that the CP
leaders will destroy their power. In
France, in 1945-47, and more recent-
ly in Finland and in Iceland, CP
leaders have shown themselves

able and willing tc serve as loval
ministers of the ruling class,

ut the employers ¢o not want
to give even the limited reforms
promised by the lLeft. And they do
not want to take the risk of Left

It is utopian to think
that the Left Union could
grant the 40 hour week &
retirement at 60 immed-

lately

promises and workers’ expectations

fuelling a rise in workers’ militancy

beyond bureaucratic limits.

So it is only as a ast resort
that the bosses will have the CP
in Government.

Pompidou has said that he will
not recognise a Left government
even if the Left has a majority.
Thus he hopes to scare people off
voting for the L.eft, and, if it comes
t0 a majority, to provdke a crisis
which will split up the Left and
open the way for a non-CP govemn-
ment.

The Gommon
Programme

The Communist Party, the
docialist Party, and the left Radic-
als have come together on a Comm-
on Programme of weak reformism.
The programme 1s similar to the
promises the I abour Party makes
while in opposition: 13 nationalis-
ations (with compensation), ‘progr-
ess towards’ a 1000 Fr (about £80
per month) minimum wage and a 40
hour week, more ‘industrial demo-
cracy’; meanwhile the new 1 eft
government will remain within the
1958 constitution and within NATO

The programme 18 supposed to
lead, not to socialism, but to an
‘*advanced democracy’’, where the
power of the monopolies has been
broken and the transition to social-
1sm is easier. Ju:t how big the
chances are of the Union of the
Left breaking the power of the
monopolies, is shown by their react-
ion to Pompidou’s defiance. They
have issued no call for working
class action; instead, they com-
plain that Pompidou should obey
democratic legality. If it comes to

a serious showdown with the mono-

Or could nat-
ionalise just
anything----

yes
/ That .
\ would disorganise

the econom

And it wouldn®t encourage the |
anti-monopoly middlie class to voie
for it......

peolies, they will do nc better than
they did in 1958, when the only
action they organised was a dem-
onstration twu weeks after the coup.

Besides, the Common Programme
18 not even adequate for the most
immediate needs of the working
class. 1970 figures showed three-
quarters of French workers under
1500 Fr (£110) per month — and
food prices are higher in France
than here. Half a million are unem-
ploved. The 40-hour week and the
1600 Fr (or more !) minimum wage
are immediate necessities, The
French working class is heavily
split by racialism directed against
15 million immigrant workers, many
of whom are illegal immigrants and
thus have no legal rights at 2li.
The Common Programme proposes
maintaining curbs on immigration,
thus inevitably perpetuating this
racialism.

The French police are notorious
for heir brutality — as are the zrn-
ed guards employed in some factor
1es, one of whom was recentiy
sentenced to just tour years for
killing a voung Maoist worker If
the Union of the Left were serrcus
about breaking the power of the
monopolies, they would propose the
disbanding of the armed police and
the arming of the workers,

.....

......

........

MITTERAND

The Parties of
the Left

The SOCIALIST PARTY suffer-
¢d disaster in the 1969 president-
12l elections — their candidate Bt
just % of the voie. A new tum was
was necessary. Under a new le ad-
€r, Mitterand, the party refounded
itself in 1969, dropped even talk of
‘class struggle’ from its programme,
and ciearly aims to make the com-

Administer, yes.
. Instatll anarchy, no.

(we'll keep
A\ the police




.ing election a springboard for Mitt.
erand to offer a ‘technocratic ref-
orm’ Wilson/Brandt — type candid-
acy at the 1976 election,

If Mitterand can gain votes from
the CP’s electorate, and show to
the ruling class his ability to dom-
esticate the CP, then he has a good
chance.

And so far he has done well.
The SP has had a massive elector-
al boost, and will probably end up
with nearly twice as many Natiopal
Assembly seats as the CP. If the
CP proves an embarrassment to
him after the election,.he can and
will double-cross them, and form a
coalition with the Centre or the
Right. (No less than 62% of the
electorate, according to a opinion
poll, think that the Union’of the
Left will split up in the case of an
election victory.)

........

In 1920, the Communist Intemation-
al won the majority of the old SP,
leaving a rump of 30,000 or so.
Mainly through the disastrous Stal-
Inist policies of the CP, the SP
recovered to some extent, and in
1936 became the governing party

at the head of the Popular Front.

Fven at that time, Trotsky wrote
““The Socialist Party is not a work-
ing class party either with regard
to i1ts policies or its social compos-
ition. It is a party of the new midd-
le estate (the functionaries, civil
servants, etc), and in part of the
petty bourgeoisie and the labour
aristocracy.”’

With the collapse of the Popular
Front and the start of war, the SP
quickly coliapsed, the majority of
its parliamentary deputies support-
ing the Nazi stooge Petain. In the
general left upsurge after the war,
1t regained support — though much
less than the CP, which had piay-
ed a much bigger role in the Res-
istance — rose to a membership of
350000, and entered the govem-
ment.

By 1946 the CP had taken over
the SP’s previously dominant influ-
ence in the main trade union feder-
ation, the CGT. The SP organised
a faction within the CGT, but re-
mained docile while the CP stayed
in government, preached ‘national
reconsmactian’, condemned strikes

s ‘““the weapeon of big business®’

(') and supportf“d the French rmperf -

talist war in Indochina. |

But in April 1947 a big strlke,
led by Trotskyists, broke out at
Renault. The CP, to avoid being
outflanked, and also responding to-
the general Cold War turn, broke
from the govermment, and led a s
massive strike wave involving, -
eventually, some 3 million workers.

The SP decided their 1inks with
the capitalist state were more
important than their links with the
working class, Theay split the CGT,
with CIA aid, and sent troops
against the strikers.
ed the Socialist Youth because of
Trotskvist influence.

What sort of a party is the Sp?

After that, SP membership de-
clined rapidly to little over 100 00L
(it went down further to 60000 in
1969, to recover to about 100000
today), Apart from a split-off in
1958, rank-and-file revolts never
again really affected it. But the
SP had a place in government —.
carrying out the Suez expedition;,
supporting de Gaulle’s govemment
— and in a vast army of municipal
councillors (more than the CP and
the Gaullists put together, and |
between 57% and 70% of the total
mcmbershlp of the SP). -

The SP is now largely a syndxc-
ate of politicians and officials. Its
connection with the working class
amounts to: (weak) links with FO,the..
split-off trade union federation, :-
which is small (a bout 300 000 '
members), right-wing, and strong
mamly among white -collar State .

employees; a vcstlglat worlgmg* d
class membership base in-‘a-éguple
‘of areas; and a continuing, workmg
class vote (though this vote is not
stable ~ see 1969 ! — and the SP*-

J' electorate contains scarcely more

workers proportionately than the -
j population as a whole, with a largc
I part of the Radical Party s old

middle class base).

A

The Mitterand operation indicat-

nalise this deveiopment, with the
SP probably projected to be the
core of a new big ‘centre-left’

party.

The LEFT RADICALS are a
small parliamentary rump, who have
decided that they can best vie for

~ position in the coming bourgeois

regroupment by hitching their fate
to Mitterand’'s star. They signed
the Common Programgge without
changing a word, and are putting
up a common slate with the SP.

The COMMUNIST PARTY
certainly 1s a working-class party,
Its politics do not reflect the int-
erests of the working class; and
its hold over the relatively pporly
organised French working class 1s

- nowhere near as solid as the Lab-

our Party’s hold over the British

-working class. But it is the only

party based in the working ciass -~
80% of its members and 70% of its
voters are workers, and 1t controls
the major trade union federaton,
the CGT.

it is the working class activists
of the CP who make up the grass
roots strength of the Union of the
Left — meetings, canvassing, ¢tc.
The CP leaders are prepared to
allow the militants’ efforts to be
directed into. boosting Mitterand —
the Left Union has gained many .
vetes for the SP; none for the CP.
Workmg class enthusiasm for the
;Left Union is largely confined to

_"r.he wish to get 7id of the old regime.

‘Like other Western Communist
Parties, they are going through a-

'process of transformation, loosen-

ing the links with Moscow and turn-

"ing the CP into a straightforward.
‘réformist party- Thus, the Union of

the Left is important to them as 3

. step.towards being accepted by the
\employmg class as a pOSSIble
“They'dissolv< g .

govemment party. -
Its other important function is
to domesticate the class struggle

lll.,lity and The
Union of the Left

C P Gen. Sec. MARCHAIS (Ien),\f
with former C.P. Candidate DUCLOS

for a while, Some weeks aéd. the
L.igue Communiste organised a

Vietnam - solidarity demonstration~ -
: on. t.hc basis of their past recoit

which ende‘d inclashes-with the
police. The CP was furious .....
at those who could be so reckless
as to organise a demonstration

“mthm su: weeks of the election®’

T IIB ﬂBVﬂIIIlIﬂIIﬂI’IHS

The rulmg group and the Umon of
the Left are not the only forces on
the field. Since 1968, there is a
growing revolutionary left in France

The two Trotskyist groups,
Lutte Ouvriere and the Ligue Comm-
uniste;, ar€ fielding 263 candidates
togéther (171 LO, 92 LC). This is
an important achievement - not be-
cause:the Trotskyists are likely to
winrany seats, or because it would
make: any d1f£erence if they did,
birt ‘because the electoral platform
gives them an excellent opportunity
to'make revolutionary ideas known
at a time when popular interest in
politics is high.

Bit, after the first round, cand-
idates getting a low vote are ruled
out and a second poll takes piace.
What attitude should the revolution-
aries take at the second round ?
A;;d what points should they stress
in their agitatjon around the elect-
ions. 7

The ‘main point is that the real
choi¢e is not between “advanced
democracy’’ and Gaullism — the
only real way forward for workers
is socialist revolution. But social-
ist revolution clearly requires the

work-:
es.an attempt to continue and ratioir=esRPOIL of the majority of the wo

ing class —-and the most important
forces of the working class are at
present mobilised behind the CP.
Thus revolutionaries must seek
to relate their programme of social-
ist révolution to the consciousness
of the reformist wok ers. They
must.m.ap out the urgent, necessary
tasks-of the working class: immed-
ate 40-hour week and 1000 Fr min-
imum wage; expropriation of the
major monopolies and all business-
es rrakmg work ers redundant; work-
ers’ control over hiring and firing,

etc.

Lesser Evir

Then they say to the CP work-

rs: ‘These are the measures which

we think are necessary, We believe
that they can be realised only
through th'e revolutionary diréct
action of the working class, cers
tainly not through elections. How-
ever, we are prépared to join with® -
vou in the most modest steps to-
wards even part of these measures,
We will vote for your candidates at
the second round of the elections.
We call on you to demand of your
leaders that they mobilise your
organisations for these measures,
and that they carry them out if they
come to govemment’’,

A revolutionary vote for the CP
only at the second round would be
a vote for.independent working

class action and against the subord-

ination of the Communist workers
to the SP /Left Radical Parliament-
arians.

Taking this approach, we have
to be critical of the positions of the

various French revolutionary groups.

Thc numerous Maoists and anarch-
ists are simply boycotting the el-
ections, thus depriving themselves
of an important opportunity for pol-
itical intervention.

The OCI, a wretched left-reform-

ist sect calling itself ‘Trotskyist’s
concerntrates its main effort on-
boosting the CP_and the SP as
““the great “orkcrs pames"(“)
Lutte Quvriere stresses three

paign:

~ally beside the point.

~points in their canpaign:

f“

1) They denounce the 7'}
SP, and"theleft'Radical poli

2) They stress that all 171 of
their candidates are workers, whi!

very few of the other parties’ canc-

idatcs are:

3) When they criticise the Caomm-
on Programme, it 18 usually in
terms of asking why this or that
company is not on the list of ration-
alisations, or why the minimum
wage 1S to go up to only 1000 Fr
and not 1500 Fr.

‘There is nothmg wrong with
these three things in themselves
But they leave out the main polit-
ical questions ! A criticism of the
CP which simply denounces its
leaders’ past and outbids it cu the
reformist stakes can only seen:
like nit-picking to the CP worbor,

It is far better, and helps murh
more to present the real gi*‘&;
ences between reformists and

o;uuonanes, if revolutionaric
centrate on mapping oul urgen:
tasks now, in order to ?zﬂiy the o &
workers to test their partv = pali-
ics in struggle.

LC calls for a vote for CF¢ or
SP candidates on the second rourd,
They argue that ““The $P czn sdlil
be talked about as a working class
party only because of the zlesteral
influence it still has in the k.
ing class’'in some parts of the
country’’ — but the Democratic
Party in the US, absoglutely not @
working class party, has cornsider-
able working class electoral supp-
ort -~ ‘‘and above all, because of
the SP’s traditional origin that
makes the workers still consider it
as a working class party’’ — but
surely we are concerned not with
outdated ‘traditions’, but with the
reality of whether the party is
organically linked to a mass of
workers mobilised for class action?

The Ligue Communiste (French
section of the Fourth International),
outlines three axes of their cam-

) “’an intense campaign of

~anti-capitalist denunciation®’

2) ‘*a campaign of demystficat-
ion of the common programme and
of the Unicn of the Left”...%“In
developing propaganda and action
for self-organisation... revoiution-
aries will prepare the conditions
for combative sections of the work-
ing class to go beyond the Union
of the Left’’;

3) **to challenge the bureaucrats-
ic concept of'socialism’”’,

And that much is done excellent-
lv. But the emphasis is on ‘explain
ing’ the situation, rather than att-
empting to focus the activity of the
working class round demands o
change that situation,

They analyse the Union of the
Left as a “*global reformist alter-

-pnative of the traditional workers'*

movemrent’’, Seeingit as a relat-
ively solid bloc in which the CP
has the upper hand. Thus they
call for a vote for all Union of the
Left candidates at the second round

But the Union of the Left is not
an organic unity of working class
forces: it is 4 brittle electoral
alliance at the top. To argue that
the CP is no less reformist than
the SP and the left radicals is tot-
Revclution-
aries do not vote for the CP bec-
ause this or that reform is in its
programme; their vote is grounded
on the fact that the CP has the
working class forces necessary 1o
carry out the urgent tasks of the
class, and combined with a call
to carry out those tasks.

The L.C position ends up choos-
ing a ‘lesser evil’ between the

" Union of the Left and the Gaullists

It’s not that the LC believes in
parliamentarism ~ clearly it does
not: but it will confuse the workers

who do have that belief. And by
supporting the whole Union of the
Left, the LC does not help in pre-

- paring the working class for the

independent class action which
may erupt following the election.



VITAL CONFERENCE FOR

ON MARCH 10TH, MILITANT
building workers from ali over
the country will be meeting in
Birmingham for the 4th annual
conference of the Building
Workers’ Charter.

The Building Workers’ Char-
ter is a rank and file organis-
ation which started in 1969 and
has since grown in size and in-
fluence to such dn extent that
it phayed a major role in build-
ing up the militancy and fight
which led the strike in 1972,

This annual conference wil]
be the most important the
Charter has ever had since its
formation. It is now almost 5
months since the end of the
building strike last September.
Despite some very real gains
made during the strike there
has been a period of decline
since.

The registration, required
by law, of labour-only subcon-
tractors, seems to have shown
over 450000 workers. If we in-
clude the number of workers on
the ‘lump’ but not registered,
the total probably reaches over
600 000. In the period since
the strike, there has been an
overall decline in union mem-
bership, despite gains in some
areas. The money gains are
being rapidly eaten away by
rising prices.

The worst thin g that could
happen is that the Charter conf-

erence becomes a back-slapp-

[ | CAPITALISM is ins

BUILDERS CHARTER

g ceremony. It is vital that
there is discussion and debate.
What of the way forward ?
Firstly, it is necessary that the
the Charter changes from being

4 pressure group on the union

officials (mainly UCATT) to
posing itself as an altemative
leadership for the rank and file
Unless this is done, the offici-
al leadership will be «&fe to
destroy militancy by delaying,
stonewalling, misleading, after,
if necessary, putting. on a
temporary ‘left’ look to gain
credibilit y-

And, secondly, a national
strategy to fight the lump is
needed. It must not be left to
individual area shop stewards
committees to fight on a *“do
your own thing’’ basis.  And
purely protest actions can be
dangerous, in that they will be
seen to be achieving litde and
will thus lead to demoralisation

The Charter’s 12 points
must be revised, bringing in
the question of workers’ con-
trol, in relation to regstration
of all workers, organised reg-
ional pools of reglstered work-
ers, and site committees fight-
ing to control hiring and firing.
(For full discussion, see WF14)
And Charter must develop the
lead given by areas like Bim-

ingham, in actually beginning
to organise the workers and

being just a paper.

eparable from the exploitation by the bourgeoisie of the working class

‘at home' and (since ‘advanced’ capitalism became imperialist) of the workers and peasants

in the colonies and neo-colonfes abroad.

K is a viclous system geared to buttressing the strong against the weak, {0 serving the
handful of capitalists against the millions of workers, and to keeping

y millions in

poverty so that a few may prosper. Capitalism exalts property and d des life. It is at the
root of the racialism which poisons and divides worker against worker. It is a system of
massive waste and social disorganisation, at the same time as it forces the working class
to fight every inch of the way to better or even maintain its wages and conditions.

Having once been progressive, in that it at least developed, in the only way then possible

the productive resources of mankind, it is now a totally reactionary force in history. Its
expansion after World War 2 gave it merely the appearance of health: in reality the boom was
like the flush on a sick man's face. Already economic expansion has given way to creeping

stagnation.

TODAY the ruling class can keep their sy

stem going only at the cost of large scale up-

employment and attempts to cut the living standards of workers in the ‘rich’ parts of the
world, of massive starvation and bloodshed in the ‘poor’ two thirds of the world, and of the
the ever-present threat of the destruction of humanity through nuclear war.,

THE ONLY WAY OUT is for the working class to take power and to bring the resources
of the modern economy under a rational working class plan, in place of the present unplanned

and blind private profit system. Having overthrown capitalism and established social owner-
ship of the means of production, the working class will build towards a truly communist
society, in which at last the principle will be ‘“From each according to his ability, to each

according to his needs,”

The working class has created political parties for this purpose — LABOUR PARTIES,
COMMUNIST PARTIES, SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTIES,

But in country after country

these parties have joined capitalist governments and managed capitalism. Tr.ey have
betrayed the socialist aspirations of their working class supporters, tied the labour move-
ment to the bosses’ state, interest and ideology, and destroyed the political independence

of the working class.

The task is therefore to build a socialist party which will stand firmly for the interests

of the working class. WORKERS' FIGHT is a
build that party: a party which is democratical

group of revolutionary socialists, aiming to
ly controlled by an active working class

membership, which preserves its political Independence and fights the ideological dominat-

ion of the ruling class.

change,

The basis of our activity is the scientific theory of MARXISM, the only theory which
gives a clear understanding of present day society and of the necessity of revolutionary

Although they cannot organise the struggle for workers’ power, THE TRADE UNIONS are
indispensable for the defence of workers’ interests, We fight for the independence of the

unions from all state control, and within the unions for mlitant policies and for democracy.
We see the trade union bureaucracy as a distinct stratum which acts as a broker between
workers and bosses. Its life and work-situgtion is quite different from that of the working
class. ‘Lacking a direct,necessary allegiance to working class Interests, or any fundamental
historical interests of its own, its general tendency is to work with the bosses and their

Stale against the working class.

Only a mass national rank and file movement, linking up the different industries and
guided by the ideas of revolutionary Marxism can, in this period, tum the trade unions into

reliable instruments of working class interests, independent of the bosses’ state.

[[] We fight against
against productivity bargaining,

We fight against the INDUSTRIAL RELATY

italism, and against any legal restrictions on trade unionism.
ol ;toranwocmmnlnnmwage:tormkornﬂlm

L] We fight to extend the power of workers to control the detalls of their own lives in industy
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SUPPORT INTERNED BEL FAST GIRL

Liz McKee is the first woman to
be detained In the Six Counties
during the present phase of the
national liberation struggle. She
is only twenty years of age. She
was arrested by British troops
over the New Year weekend and
detained on January 1st under the
so-called ‘Detention 6f Terrorists
Order’, which was introduced last
year as a means of ending the

internment of those whom the
British imperialist authorities

wished to detain but were unable
to bring any charges against.
Under current reguiat ons those
deteined under the Detention
Order must have thew case
referred to the speciai Camyniss -
ion wi'thin three weeks. So It was

THESSIDE POLYTECHNIG SIT-IN

AS PART OF THE NATIONAL
UNION OF STUDENTS GRANTS
campaign, decided on by last
year’s NUS Conference, Tees-
side Polytechnic students have
been campaigning for a drop in
refectory prices.

The Teesside protest start-
ed with a demonstration on the
21st February. At the meeting
which concluded the march,
support was pledged from the
strong local Pensioners’ Comm-
ittee, an Executive member of
TASS and Councillor Suther-
land, the Mayor of Teesside.

Resolutions of support were
also received from Middles-
brough Trades Council, AUEW
Redcar no. 2 branch, and the
Port Clarence staff branch of

We believe that the* ‘P

that Miss Elizabeth McKee
became the first girl to be det-
alned indefinitely by Whitelaw’s
special court - again, entirely on
suspicion and nothing more.

Miss McKee is at present In

Armagh Jail, where she has been

been detained on Fed ary 16th
We are sure that both these

young women would appreci ate

letters of sympathy and ehcourag-

ement, and we therefore invite

all our readers to send letlers tc

w McKee & Theresa Holiand,
Prison,
Armagh,

Co A’Ml
irniand,

the G&MWU.

From that point on g boy-
cott of the refectory was im-
posed, with pickets manning
the doors. The boycott has
been almost 1002 effective —
with only abeut 10 people a
day breaking the line.

Feeling that this was not
biting hard enough, the stud-
ents decided to take over the
offices of the Polytechnic
director. They stepped up
their action by a further occup-
ation of the office of the ass-
istant director and then a
third office.

As the campaign goes on,
students will find direct act-
lon of this type more useful
than messages of support from
the Mayor.

icipation’ in managing their own exploitation under capit'aiism.
The capitalist class will not leave the stage peacefully: no niling class éver has, Sorial.t'sm

can be built only by smashing the capitalist state machine (amiy, police, eivil servicé)

govemment. At the same time, the bedrock or

power in society, and replacing it with a state

THE LABOUR PARTY is a capitalist party in its ideas, its policies, and in its record in
ganisations of the working class, the trade

unions, support and finance the Labour Party. There is an ‘open valve’ connection between
the Labour Party and the Unions, allowing the possibility of large scale active working

class participation in the party.

We relate to the Labour Party, therefore, no
advance the working class towards outgrowing

t by simply denouncing it, but by attempting to
and breaking through the particular stage in

its own development — ideological, political and organisational — represented by Labourism.

a8 the ““slaves of the slaves”’.

.

We fight for full and equal rights for WOMEN,
domination which has co-existed throughout, his
roots in such society. We fight, in particular, f
class, suffering a double and triple exploitation

for fomale emancipation from the male

tory with class society and which has ifs
r the emancipation of women of our own
, Who have been most accurately deseribed

We give unconditional supbort to the struggles of oppressed peoples everywhere fighting

against IMPERIALISM, and to their organisations leading the fight, -

L) British workers have — fundamentally — more in common watn every single worker
throughout the globe, imrespective of race, religion, or colour, than with the whole of the
British ruling class. We see the fight for socialism as a world-wide struggle, necessitat-
ing the creation of a world revolutionary party, such as Leon Trotsky founded the Fourth
International, in 1938, to0 become. We consider that the mainstream of Trotskyism surviv-
ing from the 1938 Fourth Intemnational is the United Secretariat of the Fourth Intemational
but that this organisation in some of its theories and much of its practice (for example
that of the British section) represents a degenerate form of Trotskyism. We fight for the

regeneration of the Fourth International,

We stand for & political revolution of the working class against the bureaucracies of

THE U.8.8.R. and the other countries called ‘communist’ which we con sider to be degen-
erated and deformed workers’ states. The social regime of the different bureaucracies

has nothing in common with SOocialism, let aione with real communism. At the same time,
we defend the nationalised econony in these countries against capitalism and imperialism,
unconditionally: that is, irrespective of the selfish, usually anti-working-ciass and anti-
revolutionary policies of the ruling bureaucrats, and aghinst those policles.

There are OTHER POLITICAL GROUPS which have generally similar aims, but methods

differing from ours, or differing conceptions about what needs to be done here and now. We
consider all these groups to be seriously — sometimes grossly — inadequate in theory 'and
practice. We favour unity ir action with these groups where possible, and a serious dia-

logue about our differences.
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T'he Steel White Paper:

In one simple sentence free of statistics and technical jargon,

the Government sums up what it calls its ‘““strategy for the mod-

ernisation and expansion of steel production’’ in its recent
White Paper: ‘BSC estimates that full implementatioin of the
new developments and closures in the strategy should more
than double average labour productivity and reduce manpower

by about 50000".

FIGHTING A

TEACHERS’
'MEETING

The militant mood of London’s
teachers was clear on February
2'th when over a thousand attend-
ed the ILTA Action meeting at
Central Hall.

Right from the start, it was
clear that the great majority of
those attending thought the union
executive’s leadership was inad-
equate, and speaker after speaker
from the floor spoke of local NUT
branches’ proposals of militant
action which had been squashed
by the executive. Instead of
bringing the whole of L.ondon’s
teachers out on strike, the exec-
utive had chosen only a number
of schools, thereby making the
strike far less effective than it
could be.

And many floor speakers asked
“‘why hadn’t other workers involv-

ed in struggle been invited ??*
Wandsworth, Lambeth, Hack-

ney, and Southwark NUT Associat:

1ons had submitted a motion to the
executive a week before, with a

000-strong petition calling for the |
right of union members to discuss |

1ts ideas.

The resolution called on the
NUT Executive ‘“in association
with other unions similarly affect-
ed, tc evolve a joint plan of act-
10n to break the Freeze’’.

At the meeting, the overwhelm
ing majority of the meeting show-
ed by a show of hands and an out-
cry from the floor, that it wanted
the motion discussed. But the
platform, led by Communist Party
member Max Morris, refused, with-
out explanation, to have it read or
debated.

At this point, Eric Porter, ed-
1or of the left-wing teachers’
Journal ‘Rank and File’, got up
and started reading the motion. He
was given a loud hailer — a few

minutes later an attempt was made ltread of marching boots on dem-

to snatch it from him, resulting in
anh exchange of blows.

The meeting broke up into
total disorder, people walking out,
others rushing down from the gall-
eries into the Main hall.

The platform walked out, lights

were turned out, and the meeting
was warned that the police had
been called. ‘
But, with at least 800 remain-
ing, the motion was read out by
candle-light and overwhelmingly

supported. .
After this shameful behaviour

by the NUT leadership and the
Communist Party, a great respons
ibility falls on ‘Rank and File’to
lead forward militant teachers.

An essential next step is to
support the call made by the East
London Teachers' Association for
an All-London Conference of
workers fighting the Freeze.

MARION KAVANAGH

'm arket share....

The Government hopes that

output can be increased and

labour cut by a massive inject-
ion of capital — to the tune of
£3000 million over the next
ten years.

In order to accomplish their
aims, the BSC intends to embark
on 2 scheme of ‘rationalisation’
to go with this investment. The
forms of this ‘rationalisation’ in-
clude: relocation of plant (in
particular location of crude steel
Producing plants near deep sea
ports for ore importation), techno-
logital development (like BOS —
basic oxygen process), and, of
course, what goes with this, clos-
ures and redundancies.

In short the drive for profits
dictates a restructuring of the

‘whole pattern of the industry:

““The use of rich foreign ores
transported in large bulk carriers,
of large modem blast furnaces,
and of large scale steel plant em-
ploying basic oxygen process all
offer major cost savings."’

The White Paper puts it plain
and pat: “In considering these
factors, the Govemnment, like the
Corporation, recognised that BSC
operatés in a World Market: its
prices will be determined by int-
emational prices. Attempts to
charge more would result in lost
anc¢ Govemment
subsidies to offset poor financial
performance cannot be given und-
er ECSC (European Coalgand
Steel Communi ty) rules,*"

‘Viability’
So that’s it ! All the arguments

about ‘viability ’ hirge around the
all-pervading influence of the

‘World Market which exists as long

as capitalism exists, The choice
is to fight the dictates of that
capitalist World Market, or to
accept them. Arguments about
the viability of single plants just

fdon’t come near the problem.

We can at least thank the
White Paper for making that clear.
Perhaps now we will hear the

onstrations and steelmen’s voices
in discussion, instead of the
clink of aldermanic chains of off-
ice and the petitions of councill-
ors and MPs more concemed about

the narrow interests of the local

small business community than
the general interests of working
class people.

But by the same token a real
challenge is thrown down to steel
workers: this National Plan for
steel demands a reply in the form
of a National Struggle for Jobs
led by a National Action Committ-
ee (with the emphasis on the
Action rather than the Committee)

What is the generalline of the
Government’s and BSC’s attack
on us ? ‘‘The concentration of
bulk steelmaking at a few main
sites will reduce total manpow-
€r and create difficult problems

for some communities dependent
on the smaller works which have
to close. These problems might
be lessened by redeveloping some
smaller works so as to attain the
same total capacity with less con-
centration”’.

In other words, some plants
will be scrapped altogetner, some
will have certain sections scrapp-
ed, and some will be ‘rationalis-
ed’ and have production expanded

Any fight back must be able
to unite workers threatened by
all three kinds of development.

Decay

Firstly, we have to define our att-
itude towards technological dev-
elopments. There’s nothing very
wonderful about the present cond-
itions steelworkers work in; and,
in any case, socialists should
look to higher labour productivity
as one of the most important
developments laying the material
basis of socialism.

It is clear from the White Pap-
er proposals and the debate in
Parliament that followed its pub-
lication, that, the way they want
to bring these changes in, the
workers will lose.

The central point is that we
must insist that if there’s prog-
ress, the worki ng class — the
vast majority who produce the
wealth — should gain.

The decades-long campaign,
through Labour Party resolutions
and trade union action, has, al-
ways, so far, taken it for granted
that the nationalisation is by the
present, capitalist state, Thus,it
has meant that the bosses get the
compensation and interest pay-
ments, and they also get thc cheap
steel with subsidised prices. The
workers, through taxation and ex-
ploitation, bear the financial costs
of improvement and the social
costs in the form of redundancies,
communities torn apart, and gener-
al urban decay.

For the bosses, nationalisation
means accepting that the steel
industry is a ‘social responsibil-
ity’, and can’t be left to the
jungle law of private profit. Our
campaign must proclaim that we
will not leave ourselves and our
fellow workers to that jungle law-

If there is good cause for sub-
sidising the price of steel, how
much better cause is there for
subsidising the livelihood of
steelworkers! Especially as a
‘subsidy’ from the Govemment
would amount to ..... returning to
working class people a portion of
the wealth taken from us in taxes.

and exploitation

- Cut hours

If steelmaking needs less time or
fewer men than before with the
introduction of new plant, then we
must demand a cut in hours with-
out loss of pay. That way we
get, in the form of leisure, some
of the benefi*t and still hold off
redundancies by sharing out the
work.

The bigger problem comes
where whole sections or whole

GHEER THE NEWS

REAL STEEL NEWS
Militant Steelworkers' Paper
Availlable from
3, Heather Close, Stockton on Tees

plants are to be closed down.
Thepe we have to say: not a
single redundancy until the gov-
emment accepts that we get
either work or full pay.

We must reject all talk of
redundancy payments to *‘tide
over’’ until the next job. What
other jobs are there in North

Wales, round Workington. in the
South Wales valleys,gin Stan ton

and Hartlepool ? We need nothine
Short of full pay, increasing as
the struggles of steelworkers
push wages up.

If the Government can provide
the jobs to go with the pay, then
we’ll work. If it can’t, then we'l
just take the money. BUT WE
WILL. NOT TAKE THE RESPONS-
IBILITY FOR THERE NOT
BEING WORK ! WE WILIL NOT
BE THE SCAPEGOATS FOR
THE BOSSES’ SYSTEM !

Policy, fighting talk and blaz-
ing resolutions are of not the
slightest use unless we know how
o act. Because the problems can
not be solved locally, a National
Steel Action Committee must be
built,

This call has been put out
consistently by the steelworkers®
paper REAL STEEL NEWS. But
RSN does not have the copyright
on it. In many places workers
are coming to the same conclus-
ions as our comrades round RSN-

One such group is the Shotton
steelworks action committee, It
has put out a call for a deleeate
conference on APRIL 13th (not
30th, as wrongly stated in WF22)
to set up such a committee, This
call must be supported — the more
so since the unions will do no-
thing: they have already accepted
the redundancies on their memb-
ers’ ‘behalf’ !

NATIONAL STEELWORK-
ERS’ DELEGATE CONFER-
ENCE - details from the
Secretary of the Shotton
Action Committee,

K W Monti, 25 Chester Clo.,
Shotton, Deeside, Flintshire

GIVIL SERVANTS

Civil Servants held a rally, 3000
strong, on February 27th in Centr-
al Hall.

The audience was made up of
pickets from most central London
govermnment departments and large
contingents from Glasgow and
Newcastle central offices. It was
the culmination of a one-day nat-
ional strike.

- During the back-slapping
speeches of the top union offici-
als, news of the virtual closing of
London Airport was announced. It -
was greeted by spontaneous cheer-
ing with people jumping up and
down on their seats.

Thern a speaker from the floor
asked: ““What about future action?’
The platform replied..... ‘Broth er
don’t let’s destroy the unity we
have forged this day’’.

What is needed is an alliance
at both local and national levels
of all Unions fighting the Tory
Government’s Phase 2;

A a campaign within the CPSA
for an all out national strike in
conjunction with the other unions
confronting the Freeze:

A and if the other unions won’t
move, a national strike of indefin-
ite length by the CPSA.

Steve Woodling.



In July 1972 there were 42000
registered dockworkers in Britain.
Now there are less than 35 000.

8 533 dockers applied for sever-
ance pay under the scheme work-
ed ow; by the Jones/Aldington
Commmittee last July. Now there
{s an acute labour shortage in
‘many ports, and a new attack on
the National Dock Labour Scheme.

The report by Lord Aldington
and union leader Jack Jones was
designed to bail out the Govem-
ment and the union leaders. Dock-
273 had refused to accept a-pool’
of memoloyment within the indust-
ry .They triggered off thebi ~-
est crisis since 1928 with their
militant picketing of container
packing depots. RBy.transferring
work from the ports to taese dep-
ots, the bosses were by-passing
the high rates of pay and solid
practices for self-protection which
the dockers had built up with the
National Dock Labour Scheme
since the end of the war.

The employen/Govemment
strategy then was of:

A) diverting work from . -
ports {0 container packing depots -
outside dockland;

B) making increasing use of
‘the small ports not registered
with the National Dock Labour

loard;

C) a drive to scrap the NDLS

LIVERPOOL.:

35 HRS FROZEN

L.ast October Liverpool daock-
ers wrung a 35 hour week from
the employers, while still look-
ing for an increase on the

basic rate. Im December the
Liverpool shop stewards’ comm-
ittee signed an agreement giv-
ing registered dockers the

work in the Aintree container
base and at the same time cutt-

ing the hours there to 35. All
this has been frozen by the
Tory pay laws.

Since the beginning of the
freeze sections of dockers have
come out against the pay freeze.
In Hull, there was a one day stopp-
age on January 22nd to hold a
mass meeting. This meeting decl-
ared against the Freeze, and also
planned to extend the number of
groupage warehouses employing
registered dockers in the Hull
area.

And last Saturday the National
Port Shop Stewards Committee
met for the first time this year
and passed a resolution calling
for unity of all trade unionists in
fighting the freeze.

The London dockers may meet
this week to consider the third,
but still insulting, offer of £2.60
made by the Port of London Auth-
ority in reply to their demand of
£9.50. As yet the tally clerks,
andl the riverside men have agreed
to accept the offers made to them:
thus ieaving 8000 enclosed dock- -
ers to consider a fight.

It is to be hoped that the dock-
ers in the London enclosed docks
will take a stand on their employ-
ers’ offer, and, in solidarity with
the gasworkers, hospital workers,
and Ford workers, move to smash
through the freeze.

Vigiiance and mobilisation are
also necessary in relation to the
most dangerous threat dockers
face: the increasingly vigorous
attack on the National Dock
Laboyr Board. Having sweated
cut §000 men, the employers are
locking for a quiet period of
consolidation,

Stephen Corbishley

1S March, ctd.

on the grounds that the growing

unemployment within it and the

cost of the Al back pay to the

employers made it unworkable.
Jones/Aldington seemed to

Since the end of the strike the
police have been making intens-
ive inquiries into the strikers who
were involved. Men have been
taken ta police stations at vari-
ous times and questioned, often
for hours at a time. One classic
statement made to one of our mem-
bers by a guardian of the law was
chat his charge sheet would read
the same as that of the Kray twins,
i.e. “"Demanding money with
menaces - This was because we |
collected money during the strike!

All the 18 have been charged
with intimidation, some have dso |
been charged with assault — a
vague term which can mean any- |
thing a policeman wants it to be. |
These charges have been trumped

rora 30 hour week
OPEN THE REGISTER

mean a new approach - sever-
ance pay for unfit dockers and
men over 55 was raised to a max-
imum of £4000. Now this too has
rapidly developed into a new
threat to the NDLS.

Previously the employers’ cry
was — ‘““we can’t afford the full
back pay for the usnemployed pool*’.
Now the cry is — *“we are short
of labour’’.

But they resist the demand to
employ new registered dockwork-
ers, and insist on recruiting men
only to the t ( supplement-
ary) register. The situation chan-
ges — the employers’ determinat-
ion to break open the dock labour
scheme remains constant. They
want to shrink the work force to
probably not much more than half
the present 35000. But not all
at once — they want flexibility
— to hire, fire, deploy, and
and generally controi the docker.

The situation is as follows.

In Manchester 200 took sever-
ance pay.

In Preston 130 (over 50%,)

Tyne and Wear, 200.

London, 2500. In 19%2 a total
of 4000 dockers left. Efforts

PECIH W HAYE DT IaMT W gL e
many as possible to take sever
ance pay: the docks labour office
was kept open on 4th Fetruary to
allow as many men as possible
through before the deadline.
2000 dockers, 600 are on the temp-
orary register. The employers
want another 1000 temporary men
but, refuse point blank to make
them up to full registered dockers
when the standstill finishes.

Hull and Goole, 360.

Bristol, 150.

In Livetpool 2809 took sever-
ance pay. There has been a daily
shortage of 1000 men (on February
Tth, the shortage was 1470 men,
with 8 ships idle and 18 under-
manned !)

Jones/Aldington expected be-
tween 2000 and 3000 to apply for
severance — drawing old dockers
out of the industry and reducing
the pressure on the employers of
having to pay men on the Tempor
ary Unattached Register. The
estimated cost was £10 million.
It has actually cost £30 million,
with over 80% of those thought
eligible to apply doing so.

The labour shortage allows the
employers to bring increased
pressure for tasaporary men, Thus
they hope to split the dockers,
weaken their position and lead

to higher productivity and a lower-
ing of the rate for piece work
jobs.

"The key fight now is the defence
of the NDLS. All conditions and
wages are tied in with the exist-
ence of the NDLS. A fight to
bring containerisation under dock-
ers’ control will be through the
use of the NDLS a fight for a nat-
ional wage agreement will be
possible only with the NDLS in
existence,

A key point in this struggle
will be the demand for a 30 hour
week. TOM RAMSEY

up. None of the men ever committ-
ed such offences. |

No-one was armrested or caution-
ed at the time of the so-called in- |
cidenis. Why did the police take
5 months to bring charges ?

The 18, many of them leading
militants, are having CRIMINAL,
charges brought against them.
This can only be a tactic to try
and divide the working class and
also as an attempt to cover up the
REAL: nature of the ‘offence’ —
PICKETING. |

The flying picket tactics, first
used by the miners, were employ- |
ed with devastating stccess by
the building workers; the bosses
and the Tories see the need to |
smash this idea bhefore other sect- ‘
ions of workers take it up.

The fantastic response of thous-
ands of workers to the Pentonville
Five showed the strength of the
working class when it is roused.
We must prepare for a repeat of
this action if just ONE of the 18
is jailed !

We are therefore calling on
your support. We are calling for
a nationwide stoppage on March
15th when the men appear in court,
and for as many as possible to get
to show themselves at Shrewsbury

to demonstrate their solidarity.
Should the charges not be dropped
on that day, we ask you to pre-
pare for further action.

The case will cost us money
and we are in need of funds.
Please send all donations to:

Building Workers’ Social Fund,
c/o The Treasurer, MR

Williams, Ifford Centre, Ocean
View, Carmel, Holywell, Flint-

shire.

CLAY X COUNCILLOR SP

Last Sunday, London Workers'
Fight launched a new series of
public meetings with Councillor
David Nuttall of Clay Cross Coun-
cli speaking on Clay Cross’s con-
tinuing struggle against the Hous-
ing Finance Act.

Clir Nuttall first described what
Is most likely a unique Labour
councii: 11 working people, ali
trade unionists, who see them-
selves as fighters and not admin-
istrators. ‘‘We don’t wear chains
of office, or anything like that’’ —
and one felt that to all of them
these symbolised quite anoth
sort of chain. -

This is a council that takes the
part of workers on strike, helping
out openly with finaiiclal and
practical aid. !n an area of 16% un-
employment, they have doubled the
number of Council manual workers,
and when the Freeze came in, quite
deliberately put up everyone’s
wages by 25%.

Long before the Housing Fin-
ance Act became law, the Clay
Cross council knew that they would
have a fight on their hands, bigger
than any they had yet fought. And
yet, to hear It described by Dave
Nuttall, all the complexities and
confusionisms of the Act are red-
uced to ane very simple thing:
complete and absoiute refusal to
compromise with carrying it out.

This s what has saved Clay
Cross from going the way of Merth-
yr and Conisbrough, and the other
‘no implementation’ councils that
went 8o far, only to fail into the
trap of ‘‘not such a big increase’’
or “‘iet a Housing Commissioner

EAKS

come in and then the tight’'s over

of ‘‘get up to a Fair Ren 1, and

then we'll refuse to co-operate any

further’’. In Clay Cross the rent

is £1.50 — and £1.50 it will remain.
Cilr Nuttall had no iilusions

about being immuné from being dis-

barred, surcharged, or jailed. But

he stressed that Clay Cross’s main

lines of defence were also those of

attack . Firstly, self-reliance and

action by the tenants themselves,
who are on total rent and rates

strike and — even though a bit late
— organising into Assoclations and
street committees to stop evictions

And, second, massive industrial
action on the tines of Pentonville
Five week if the Government tries
to bludgeon Clay Cross into submi-
ssion,

Meanwhile, they are fighting a
guerriila war: for instance, when
the Government cut off the grant
and subsidies due, the Council
replied by stopping repayment of
its £20000 debt to the Public
Works Loan Board. And all the
time they are trying to spread word
of their fight, and spread the fight
itself. Forif Clay Cross can rev-
ive the tenants’ resistance when
the new increases come in April,
the Tory Government may not after
all get away with Its rackrenting
Act.

NEXT MEETING —

Sean Matgamna on THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL..

7.30 pm, Sunday 11 March.

Lucas Ams, Grays Inn Road (near
Kings Cross).




